
 CTC.ORG.UK cycle   3

Cycle promotes the work 
of CTC. Cycle’s circulation is 

approx. 51,000. CTC is one 
of the UK’s largest cycling 

membership organisations, 
with 67,000 members  

and affiliates

CTC Patron:  
Her Majesty the Queen 

President: 
Jon Snow  

CTC Council Chair:  
David Cox 

Chief Executive:  
Gordon Seabright

Cyclists’ Touring Club 
(CTC) a Company Limited 
by Guarantee, registered 

in England No 25185, 
registered as a charity in 

England and Wales Charity 
No 1147607 and in Scotland 

No SC042541. 
Registered office: Parklands, 

Railton Road, Guildford, 
GU2 9JX.

Cycle Magazine 
Editor: Dan Joyce  

e: editor@ctc.org.uk

Designers:  
Nicky Gotobed, 
Simon Goddard

Advertising:  
Anna Vassallo 

tel: 020 7079 9365 
e: annav@jppublishing.co.uk

Creative Director:  
James Houston

Publisher:  
James Pembroke

Cycle is published six 
times per year on behalf of 

CTC by James Pembroke 
Publishing, 90 Walcot Street, 

Bath, BA1 5BG. Tel: 01225 
337777. Cycle is copyright 

CTC, James Pembroke 
Publishing and individual 

contributors. Reproduction 
in whole or in part without 
permission from CTC and 

James Pembroke Publishing 
is forbidden. Views 

expressed in the magazine 
are those of the individual 

contributors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of 
the editor or the policies of 
CTC. Advertising bookings 

are subject to availability, 
the terms and conditions of 

James Pembroke Publishing, 
and final approval by CTC.  

Printed by  
Precision Colour Printing 

Haldane, Halesfield 1 
Telford, TF7 4QQ.  

Tel: 01952 585585

Cover: the Tauernradweg 
by the Saalach river near 

Weißbach, Austria. 
By Chris Juden.

whErE Do ThE nice road bikes 
go in winter? I guess some fly 
south with their owners. Others 
hibernate, hanging on walls in 
garages, waiting for drier and 
warmer weather. Some continue 
to clock up the miles, spraying 
their riders with winter filth.

It’s a tricky one. You can have 
a nice road bike but you can’t 
have proper mudguards on it. 
The fashion police and much of 
the bike industry are in 
agreement about this. 
Mudguards look naff. They spoil 
a bike’s ‘clean lines’. (Clean!) 
They add weight.

Of course, they won’t fit that 
faux racer in any case, due to 
insufficient clearances and lack 
of eyelets, so maybe there’s an 
element of denial… You don’t 
need mudguards. There’s nothing 
wrong with your bike. (Apart 
from its propensity to spray you 
with cold water. Which you 
don’t care about.)

Road bikes built for 57mm-
drop sidepull brakes, so that 
they’ll accept mudguards and a 
25 or 28mm tyre safely, are a 
strangely small niche. They’re 
mostly British brands – for 
obvious reasons – mostly called 
audax bikes, and mostly made 
out of steel. We found a couple 
in carbon fibre (see page 64) but 
it took some searching. 

Professional racers are paid to 
ride bikes without mudguards, 
and even amateur racers have 
good reason to eschew them. 
But if you’re not racing, and 
you’re riding in the UK, why 
wouldn’t you use mudguards? 
On any bike?
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