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FROM  
THE EDITOR 

There was a crack 
like a gunshot as 
we began another 
Dales climb on a club 
weekend. A saddle 
bolt had broken. Again. 

However prepared 
you think you are, fate will sometimes 
bowl you a googly. The first time it 
happened we were in the middle 
of nowhere, en route to Tan Hill. A 
friendly farmer gave us some rusty 
bolts, while a small town later had, if 
not a bike shop, at least a mechanic 
with a welding torch.

Next day the repaired bolt 
snapped at the weld. Of course. We 
freewheeled back into Settle where 
a cycle festival was on. A guy with 
a sculpture made from bikes was 
happy for us to scavenge from it, but 
we couldn’t find a bolt to fit. Festival 
organiser Stuart Holdsworth rescued 
us by phoning a friend, who turned 
up with a choice of immaculate bike 
parts. Our day’s ride was saved.

Two weeks later we were shocked 
to hear that Stuart had been killed by 
a driver while out cycling. Stuart, we 
salute you. The one thing you can 
never pack in a toolkit, 
nor ever take for 
granted, is the most 
valuable of all: the 
kindness of strangers.
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