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FROM THE EDITOR
DAN JOYCE

On the face of it, snow isn’t ideal for two-wheeled transport like a bicycle. And it isn’t if 
you’re talking about the light dusting that Planet London gets, which is just enough to 
make the roads slippy. Once you get a real blanketing, all but the main roads suddenly 
become empty. You can ride out into a winter wonderland, with only the crump of your 
tyres and the cough of cars that won’t start to disturb it. 

Will we get a white Christmas? William Hill had it at 9/2 at time of writing, although 
the bookies’ definition is ‘that one flake of snow will fall on Met Office monitoring stations 
over the 24-hour period of the 25th December.’ One flake of snow is neither use nor 
ornament. It’s got to be deep and crisp and even!

That won’t suit everyone. Not the folks who get cut off. Not the drivers who slide off 
roads at 5mph into lampposts. And yet there’s something childishly exciting about looking 
out on fallen snow: the silence; that limpid light; the promise of fun.

If you’ve got a mountain bike, you don’t even need a sledge. You can 
(with care!) slide and slip around familiar trails, getting the satisfaction of 
leaving the first tyre tracks. It’s exhilarating.  

No one would want to camp in weather like that, though. Would they? 
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