The Modern Records Centre

The Modern Records Centre (MRC) at the University of Warwick has a large amount of material relating to the study of cycling history. The Centre collects materials related to contemporary British society, particularly industrial relations and trade unions. It was one of the archives featured in the recent BBC Television family history programme ‘Who Do You Think You Are?’. 
The Centre houses the National Cycle Archive. This collection was established in 1990, and aims to preserve records connected with many aspects of the history of cycling. This includes journals, papers and other records of individuals and bodies connected with cycling. The archive of the Cyclists’ Touring Club forms a part of the National Cycle Archive, and includes a wide range of material relating to the membership and administration of the CTC since its foundation in 1878.

The Centre obtained a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund to catalogue the National Cycle Archive and make them available to researchers. An on-line information leaflet has been produced, with links to the on-line catalogue of the archive, a selection of images of some of the archives and other useful information for those interested in researching cycling history. It can be accessed at the MRC web-pages: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc/holdings/nca/  
The MRC is located on the main campus of the University of Warwick in Coventry, and can be reached easily by public transport from Coventry city centre. The MRC welcomes visits by researchers interested in cycling archives, and is open weekdays. Further details of the MRC’s opening hours and location can be found on its web-pages at: http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc/about/   
On Saturday 23rd April between 10.00 am and 12.30 pm, CTC members will have the opportunity to visit the Centre and see the National Cycle Archive exhibition there. Visitors will also be able to see some volumes from the archive on display in the Centre’s searchroom. Subject to demand, short tours of the MRC strong-room will be given to groups of visitors. This will be a chance to see how the National Cycle Archive has been stored and preserved, and to find out more about the work of the Modern Records Centre.
