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14th November 2006
Welsh transport plans harm climate and may breach environmental laws
Plans which will shape transport policy in Wales between now and 2030 pose a serious threat to the climate, and should be overhauled to give far greater priority to cycling and other sustainable transport, according to CTC, the national cyclists’ organisation. Moreover, the failure to set out an alternative Strategy could breach European environmental law.
The Welsh Assembly Government has belatedly published an independent environmental assessment of its draft Wales Transport Strategy, in accordance with EU legal requirements. This assessment shows that, whilst some of the draft Strategy’s green transport proposals could have important environmental benefits, proposals for road-building would have serious negative impacts, notably on climate change and air quality.

However, the environmental assessment itself may be open to legal challenge, as the Assembly Government provided no alternative strategy to be weighed up against the preferred Strategy in the assessment process. Furthermore, the environmental assessment itself was unavailable until after public consultation on the Strategy was supposed to have ended. The consultation period has been extended to November 30th.

CTC Campaigns Manager Roger Geffen said: “The new assessment makes it clear that the Assembly Government’s road building proposals are totally at odds with its own stated objective of tackling climate change. We believe that this should be the primary objective of the Strategy, and that the Assembly should now draw up an alternative version as required by EU law, with very different spending priorities. A more cycle-friendly strategy would be far more friendly not only to the climate, but to the health of individuals and society as well.”
CTC believes the Strategy should allocate more priority to spending on cycling and other environmentally friendly transport, notably by tackling speeding and other sources of danger on the roads, by improving the integration of cycling and public transport, and by promoting cycle training to the National Standard (recently adopted by the UK Government) widely available to people of all ages.
Ends

For more information including photography contact CTC Media Officer Yannick Read 0870 873 0063
Notes to editors

· In accordance with European Union Directive 2001/42/EC, implemented into Welsh Law by way of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes (Wales) Regulations 2004, a Plan produced by a local, regional or national authority “that is likely to have significant environmental affects” must be subject to a “Strategic Environmental Assessment”, and this must be made available for public consultees who may wish to use it to inform their comments during public consultation on the Plan itself.
· “Reducing the contribution of transport to greenhouse gas emissions” is one of 15 proposed “outcomes” for the WTS. However, the Strategy leaves it for Wales’s four regional partnerships of local authorities to decide what priority to give to each “outcome”.  Hence there is no way of knowing whether the greenhouse gas “outcome” will be given any priority at all, nor is there any way of knowing how the overall results of the Strategy are measuring up against the Assembly Government’s original intentions

· CTC believes the WTS spending priorities should be shifted from road building (capital funding) towards revenue-funded awareness-raising and promotional activities to encourage better-informed choices in how we travel. These would include green travel plans for schools, employers and health boards, tailored marketing programmes, and the promotion of cycle training to the National Standard recently adopted by the UK Government.

· The draft Wales Transport Strategy, and the Strategic Environmental Assessment of it, can be downloaded from:

http://new.wales.gov.uk/topics/transport
· An outline of CTC’s response is at: http://www.ctc.org.uk/DesktopDefault.aspx?TabID=4502.  CTC’s full consultation response will be posted at this address in due course

· CTC is the national organisation for all cyclists in the UK and Ireland, including children, families, and commuters. CTC has 70,000 members and affiliates and is the oldest and largest cycling body in the UK. www.ctc.org.uk
