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Livingstone’s ‘Share the Road’ campaign is based on myths not facts, says CTC

 

Transport for London’s (TfL) month-long “Share the Road” campaign, launched yesterday to encourage road users to show mutual respect, is based on myths rather than facts about the risks about the dangers posed by errant drivers and cyclists respectively, according to CTC, the national cyclists’ organisation.
 

Figures released by Transport for London yesterday, covering the years 2001-05, show that a pedestrian in London is over 100 times more likely to be injured in collision with a motor vehicle than a cycle.  During that period there has been no upward trend in the number of London pedestrians being injured in collision with cycles, despite a 72% increase in cycle use on London’s main roads.
 

The figures show that, in London during the period 2001-05:
· There were 101 times as many reported pedestrian injuries due to collisions with motor vehicles than with pedal cycles (there were 34,791 pedestrian injuries involving motor vehicles, compared with 331 involving cycles).
· Motor vehicles were involved in 126 times as many fatal and serious pedestrian injuries as cycles (there were 7,447 fatal and serious injuries involving motor vehicles compared with 59 involving cycles).
· 534 pedestrians were killed in collisions with motor vehicles, compared with just one killed in collision with a cycle.  That one fatal collision with a cycle occurred neither on a pavement nor a pedestrian crossing point.
· Even on the pavement, there were 2,197 reported pedestrian injuries arising from collisions with motor vehicles, including 17 fatalities.  These injuries outnumbered those involving cycles by a factor of 42 to 1.
· The total number of reported pedestrian injuries in London due to collisions with cyclists on pavements was just 65 in the year 2001, and 69 in 2005.  In the meantime, the figure went down, up and back down again, showing no clear overall trend.  This was despite a 72% increase in cycle use over the period.
· On average just under 18% of cyclists ran red lights, whereas over a third of motorists encroached into cyclists’ “Advance Stop Lines” (cycle boxes at traffic lights).
 

CTC supports the principle of sharing the road and agree that all road users, drivers and cyclists alike, have a duty to show respect for the rules of the road and one another’s safety.  CTC also wholeheartedly welcomes any sustained effort devoted to greater traffic policing – cyclists, like pedestrians, are far more likely to be the victims rather than perpetrators of dangerous behaviour on the roads.
 

However, CTC is concerned that TfL’s media campaign has focused on red light jumping and drivers’ violation of advance stop lines (ASL’s).  Whilst agreeing that these issues cause irritation and need to be addressed, CTC feels that the attention given to them serves only to distract from the much greater dangers caused by drivers who speed, use mobile phones or who drive while drunk or under the influence of drugs.  The failure to do so is likely to be counter-productive for several reasons.  Firstly, the anti-cyclist headlines arising from the campaign are likely to reinforce the attitudes of the minority of drivers who think that any cyclist, law-abiding or otherwise, is fair game for a bit of aggression.  This in turn is likely to put people off cycling, thereby undermining the Mayor’s objectives to maximise the health, environmental and other benefits of cycling.  Finally, the “stop at red” message is unlikely to wash with the minority of errant cyclists who do jump red lights.  They are unlikely to listen to lectures about bad cycling behaviour which fail to address the far greater dangers which cyclists themselves face from the minority of really dangerous and aggressive drivers on our roads.
 

CTC Campaigns and Policy Manager Roger Geffen said:
 

“We are happy to support the principles of all road users and showing respect for one another and obeying the law.  However, Transport for London’s campaign is simply a headline-grabbing initiative – it is not a serious attempt to tackle the road safety issues which most need addressing, such as speeding, driving under the influence, and the equally serious offence of using a mobile phone while driving.  Tackling these issues will require not just a PR campaign, but some real effort at traffic law enforcement, targeted primarily at those activities which most endanger life and limb.  TfL’s campaign also needs to incorporate the provision of quality cycle training for people of all ages, to encourage them to cycle and to give them the confidence and skills to use the roads safely and responsibly.”
 

Ends

For more information contact CTC Campaigns and Policy Manager, Roger Geffen on 07775 595 998
 

Notes to editors
 

 

· CTC is the national organisation for all cyclists in the UK and Ireland, including children, families, and commuters. CTC has 70,000 members and affiliates and is the oldest and largest cycling body in the UK. www.ctc.org.uk. 
· A joint statement on ‘Share the Road’ signed by several organisations involved in promoting walking, cycling and public transport (including CTC), can be found at http://tinyurl.com/etlfc. 
· Figures released by Transport for London show that pedestrians in London are far more likely to be injured in collision with motor vehicles than pedal cycles, even on the pavement.  In 2001-05, the number of reported pedestrian injuries from collisions with motor vehicles was 34,791, compared with just 331 injuries arising from collisions with cyclists.  Even on the pavement, there were 2197 reported pedestrian injuries arising from collisions with motor vehicles, including 17 fatalities.  By contrast, just one pedestrian was killed in collision with a cyclist, and this took place when the pedestrian was crossing the road, not using a footway. 
	Pedestrians injured in London, in collision with cycles and pedestrians: 2001-05

	 
	Fatal
	Serious 
	Slight
	Total

	…in collision with a cycle: on foopath/verge
	0
	12
	40
	52

	…in collision with a cycle: all locations
	1
	58
	272
	331

	…in collision with a motor vehicle: on footpath/verge
	17
	387
	1793
	2197

	…in collision with a motor vehicle: all locations
	534
	6913
	27344
	34791


 

· Research carried out for Transport for London by independent consultants TRL, found that, on average, just under 18% of cyclists ran red lights, whereas over a third of motorists encroached into cyclists’ “Advance Stop Lines” (i.e. cycle boxes at traffic lights).  For more information see: http://www.tfl.gov.uk/streets/downloads/pdf/behavour-at-advanced-stop-lines.pdf. 
 

 

 

