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New ministers, new plan, new strategies…

Gordon Brown has promised a new National Cycle Plan and an Active Transport Strategy, as part of his Building Britain's Future agenda - commitments also made in the Department for Transport’s (DfT) recently published Low Carbon Transport Strategy, under its ‘Promoting lower carbon choices’ theme. Low-carbon technologies and fuels, and using the market to promote low-carbon transport are its other themes.

The DfT will draw up the National Cycle Plan and collaborate with the Department of Health on the Active Transport Strategy. Both are expected by the end of this year.

These announcements came within weeks of Lord Adonis’s promotion to Secretary of State for Transport in the June reshuffle - he was previously a transport minister. Paul Clark MP remains a minister but relinquishes walking, cycling and public transport, instead picking up the road safety brief. His old role has gone to Sadiq Khan MP, while Chris Mole MP takes over from Adonis as minister for national networks, including road and rail.

Adonis had already highlighted the Low Carbon Transport Strategy’s three major themes in a thoughtful and well-informed speech outlining his ‘Transport Manifesto’. Shortly before, he asked CTC to submit some thoughts on priorities for cycling. The speech itself included the very welcome announcement of £5m to improve cycle-rail integration at stations (see page 4/5), plus some of his own photos of poor cycle parking at London's mainline stations. This is evidently a Secretary of State who takes a real ‘hands-on’ interest!

Whilst the Government's renewed attention to cycling is much appreciated, we hope there will be time to make sure that all relevant players are fully engaged in developing the plans, so that crucial partners (e.g. those involved in health, education, planning and economic development, businesses, public transport operators and those responsible for traffic law and enforcement) are all committed to maximising the full range of cycling's benefits.

As political parties prepare their election manifestos this autumn, CTC will be talking to them about the ideas set out in our New Vision for Cycling and our Safety in Numbers campaign. We very much hope that cross-party support for cycling within Parliament will ensure that the National Cycle Plan and the Active Transport Strategy will be developed on a cross-party basis, so that they have the commitment and backing of whichever party is in power by this time next year.

· Low Carbon Transport Strategy: 

www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/sustainable/carbonreduction
· Lord Adonis's speech: www.dft.gov.uk/press/speechesstatements/speeches/transportmanifesto
· Building Britain's Future: www.hmg.gov.uk/buildingbritainsfuture.aspx
The key points that CTC will be pitching to all parties are in our New Vision for Cycling (www.ctc.org.uk/newvision ), with additional detail on road safety and on cycle-rail integration at www.ctc.org.uk/safetyinnumbers  and www.ctc.org.uk/cyclerail  respectively. 
Bike Club to help young people get cycling

CTC’s newly launched Bike Club aims to help young people aged between 10 and 20 to experience what cycling offers: freedom, health, independence and new skills. In particular, CTC wants to make cycling available to groups who may otherwise miss out: girls, young people with disabilities, and those not always reached through conventional school-based activities. 

Using £2.5m of Cycling England funding, Bike Club’s goals are ambitious: 

· to reach 30,000 young people over two-and-a-half years 

· to establish 110 Bike Clubs in youth club settings plus a further 130 in ‘extended services’ 

Expertise comes from UK Youth, the umbrella organisation for youth clubs and similar groups. Another partner is ContinYou, whose work in ‘extended services’ promotes the use of schools as hubs for community education, through breakfast clubs, for example. Activity will focus around many of the ‘Cycle Towns’, with eight geographical clusters in the English regions.

Bike Club will support youth leaders, teachers and others in setting up activities such as cycle skills training, bike maintenance or simply the use of bikes for transport to existing activities - a perfect example of the way cycling can be practically integrated into a daily routine.

Meanwhile, Bike Club pilot projects have already begun, thanks to CTC’s Cycle Champions programme - the skills and creativity of students at Greenbank High School in Southport have been given a chance to flourish through their own short film on cycling issues. :www.ctc.org.uk/cyclechampions

Bike Club is supported by supermarket chain ASDA, whose Pedal Power fundraising campaign will add £1million to Bike Club’s work. This will culminate in a Land’s End to John O’Groats ride by CEO and keen cyclist Andy Bond. ASDA’s donation will be used to extend Bike Club beyond England to Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. :http://bikeclub.org.uk / Clive Andrews on 07717 721511 

The Road Safety Strategy: a promising start for cycling

CTC launched its Safety in Numbers campaign just as the Government began the process of renewing its Road Safety Strategy for the next twenty years (see Digest 58). One of CTC’s key demands - that a target on cyclist safety should be based on exposure to risk, not numbers of injuries - was agreed in the consultation draft. This was a major breakthrough, having been a key campaign theme when the previous Road Safety Strategy was agreed in the late 1990s.

The draft strategy also gave strong support to making 20 mph much more common in built-up areas, but CTC has pointed out that this would be far easier if the DfT were either to relax its regulations on the use of 20 mph zones and limits or, better still, to change the national speed limit in urban areas to 20 mph, while allowing authorities to adopt higher limits on roads that warrant them.

CTC also had concerns that the DfT still assumes that 20 mph limits will increase fuel use – even though they recognise that 20 mph may well increase cycling and walking levels. Recent tests suggest that many cars may actually run at their most efficient at 20 mph, contrary to popular understanding. The DfT’s calculations are based on the fact that most drivers accelerate and brake hard between physical traffic calming – but under a 20 mph speed limit regime, such features would be minimised.

Other points raised in the consultation concerned the role of technology in future road safety policy. The Government has refused to move towards a mandatory form of Intelligent Speed Adaptation, which could restrict vehicles to the speed limit, opting instead for a market-led, voluntary approach, the benefits from which would be much lower.

CTC now hopes that all exemplary principles established in the national strategy are cascaded down to local authority versions. www.ctc.org.uk/asaferway
Want to tackle bad driving? Watch out for CTC’s ‘Stop Smidsy’

Over the years, CTC has heard many stories of cycle crashes in which the motorists involved have never been asked to account properly for their actions. In response CTC will soon launch its Stop Smidsy campaign. ‘Sorry mate I didn’t see you’ is far too often the reply given when a driver has narrowly missed or indeed hit a cyclist, revealing a blasé attitude where a crash is only a minor mistake to dismiss with a simple apology. Stop Smidsy will address how the police, Crown Prosecution Service, courts and ultimately the law itself sometimes quite spectacularly let down cyclists and other vulnerable road users.

First, we will launch a simple online reporting tool for cyclists to tell their stories of bad driving. It will link to information about the law and how to deal with the aftermath of a bike crash. Site users will also be able to request help from CTC’s solicitors. By creating a story archive, we hope to bring about change within the many institutions responsible for protecting us against bad driving behaviour. www.ctc.org.uk
Safety in Numbers update

CTC’s Safety in Numbers campaign focuses on the message that more cyclists mean safer cycling – here’s a round-up of new support and recent evidence: 
Sustainable development Commission CTC showcased Safety in Numbers at the recent launch of the Sustainable Development Commission’s Breakthroughs for the 21st Century. CTC's Making Cycling Mainstream idea was amongst the nineteen selected from nearly 300. Jonathon Porritt, until recently SDC chair, said: “This isn’t a novel idea – but it’s one whose time has come.” www.sd-commission.org.uk 

Parliament Early Day Motion 1431 in support of the safety in numbers goal has attracted signatures from 198 MPs. The EDM was tabled by Gwyn Prosser MP, chair of the All Party Parliamentary Cycling Group. Has your MP signed up? Find out from:http://edmi.parliament.uk/edmi/. If they haven’t, contact them through www.ctc.org.uk/safetyinnumbers  

New York In the past ten years, the number of cyclists in New York City has more than doubled from around 80,000 to 180,000 per day, while annual casualties have halved. NYC’s Transportation Alternatives campaign notes the importance of the safety in numbers effect. 

http://transalt.org/files/campaigns/bike/images/ridership_graph.jpg  

www.transalt.org/files/newsroom/streetbeat/2009/June/0604.html#safety_in_numbers    

World Health Organization (WHO) Speaking at Velo-city, the international conference on cycle promotion (see pages 4/5), Francesca Racioppi, from WHO’s European Centre for Environment and Health, agreed that cycling is safest in places where there are high levels of cycle use.

www.velo-city2009.com/programme-en/plenaries-sessions.html  (Plenary 2)

Don’t forget! Call 0844 736 8450 / or email cycling@ctc.org.uk for hard copies of CTC’s Safety in Numbers report.

LTP let down - the Government has published its final guidance on Local Transport Plans (LTPs). It doesn’t prescribe anything concrete with regard to cycling whatsoever, representing a substantial split between it and the DfT’s recent Low Carbon Transport Strategy, plus the promise of a National Cycle Plan  

www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/regional/ltp/guidance/localtransportsplans/
Never a better time for some expert LTP training! See Diary Dates!

Ban school cycle bans

CTC hopes that Bike Club’s (see above) enthusiasm for introducing children to cycling will spread, helping to reverse the unwillingness of some schools to encourage it as a means of travel… 
In June the parents of eleven-year-old Sam O’Shea contacted CTC because, despite a year of campaigning that excited national media interest, their son still wasn’t allowed to lock his bike on his school’s premises. This effectively banned him from cycling there. The school’s objections had been batted off one by one: they said that the road outside wasn’t safe, so the council brought forward a planned re-design; a professional health and safety assessment came out in favour of cycling to the school; and the council agreed to provide them with cycle parking – but this was not taken up.

CTC offered to meet with the head teacher and governors to put the risks and benefits of cycling in perspective and, after nearly a month of deliberation, the head finally agreed – but proposed a meeting at the beginning of next term, too late to help Sam who’s off to secondary school in September!

Unfortunately, Sam’s story is by no means unique. Once a rite of passage, the cycle trip to school has turned into a minority activity in the UK. This comes amid rising concern about childhood obesity, and a growing medical consensus about the importance of getting children active.

Schools have no legal right to ban cycling, but a surprising number stop pupils from storing their bikes on their grounds and/or simply won’t provide cycle parking at all – bans to all intents and purposes.

CTC wants to tackle anti-cycling schools - best served, we think, by an official requirement for them all to supply cycle parking for their pupils and staff (and to let them use it, of course!). If you know of a school that ‘bans’ cycling, please email Debra.rolfe@ctc.org.uk
News in brief

Cycling reaches 17 years’ peak

Cycling levels were at their highest for 17 years in 2008. From 2007, cycling increased by 12%, at the same time as a substantial fall in cycling deaths, down from 136 to 115 - the second lowest level ever, along with a very small increase of 1% in serious and slight injuries. www.dft.gov.uk  > transport statistics

MP grills DfT on cyclists’ behaviour

During questioning by a Commons Committee, David Curry MP gave DfT Permanent Secretary Robert Devereux a hard time about cyclists: “Why are cyclists such irresponsible and arrogant road-users? The only time I have been knocked down in my life was by a cyclist going like a bat out of hell outside the House of Commons, dressed like Darth Vader, as they all do!” www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/select.htm  > Public Accounts > Uncorrected oral evidence > 10/6/09.

Motorbikes for bus lanes in Sheffield

Sheffield City Council has decided to allow motorcycles into bus lanes, following a trial. According to Local Transport Today (524, p8), a council spokesperson says that CTC’s fears of more collisions between cyclists and motorcyclists had “proved unfounded” and that since cycling (and motorcycling) had both increased, there hadn’t been a deterrent effect.

CTC is not anti-motorcycling, but believes the mode shouldn’t be actively promoted because it’s not only a non-healthy, more polluting alternative to cycling, but can also be a noisy, intimidating presence on the streets. www.ctc.org.uk/motorcycles 

Pick up short news and messages from CTC through your phone and/or computer screen! http://twitter.com/CTC_Cyclists
What did CTC delegates make of May’s international conference in Brussels on cycling? What lessons did they bring back with them? 
• Kevin Mayne, CTC director

Why did you go? I went in two roles: as a member of the Management Committee of ECF (European Cyclists’ Federation) - working with the organisation, speaking at a workshop, generally being available to members; as CTC Director - for networking and lots of side meetings with key contacts. CTC is highly respected amongst European NGOs and lots of developing organisations are interested in our work.

What did you get out of it? Inspiration and a sense of community - it’s not all Holland and Denmark. Across the world people are battling with environments and governments as difficult as ours - and lots are succeeding. We need to share our experiences more and help smaller organisations feel less isolated.

Something for the UK? I’d like to see us follow the Brussels example of integrating cycling into the regional public transport system. Bikes go on the metro and regional rail network as a matter of policy, with good lifts and infrastructure at most stations. The city’s pro-cycling agenda is strongly driven by Transport Minister Pascal Smet - I wish we could clone him for the UK! Almost ever-present at the conference despite being in the middle of an election, visibly championing all the activities, leading the critical mass bike ride on a foul night and despite lots of angry motorists. 
• David Robinson, Chair of CTC National Council

Why did you go? I last attended a Velo-city conference in Barcelona in 1997. Twelve years on I felt it was time to re-visit one of the best cycling conferences on offer.

What did you get out of it? Considerable stimulus from challenging speakers – a chance to network on a world level, with the added interaction of taking part in the ECF AGM.

Something for the UK? Contra-flow cycling in most one-way streets in Brussels inspired me. Although it has only been in place for a few years, early casualty figures reveal fewer incidents involving cyclists than in two-way streets. 
• Debra Rolfe, CTC’s Campaigns Coordinator

Why did you go? To find more about how people in other places are campaigning for cycling, and lessons for the UK. What did you get out it? It was inspiring to hear people speak - and to meet people - from all over the world who are working with cycling issues. There is a surprising amount of similarity in what we’re all dealing with, but some quite significant differences in how we approach it. I was particularly inspired by some of the discussions about the role that cycling plays in creating vibrant cities that people want to live in.

Something for the UK? I share David Robinson’s enthusiasm for contra-flow in Brussels. With no physical separation, just a few signs and a little bit of paint, they transform the road network so that it makes cycling more direct than driving. This is such a simple way to encourage cycling. It would work almost anywhere with the political will to do it.

• Sara Basterfield, CTC Senior Professional Services Officer

Why did you go? To co-present a paper to publicise OBIS (Optimising of Bike Sharing in European Cities) with Transport for London, one of CTC's OBIS partners. This was well received as far as I can tell, although a heavy rainstorm affected sound quality! For Bike Sharing in European Cities, see www.velo-city2009.com/assets/files/VC09-subplenary-5.2.pdf (starts at slide 20)

What did you get out of it? Networking, being inspired by what people are doing globally for cycling, especially in developing countries. Being reminded that even in countries with a cycling culture, it is still not always easy to get cycling prioritised and other challenges arise, such as dealing with the sometimes conflicting needs of different types of cyclists.  
Something for the UK?

Closing a town or city centre to motorised traffic on some Sundays, as in Bordeaux in France. It ought to be possible here, with precedents set by ‘In town without my car’, sporting and freewheel-type events. 
• Chris Peck, CTC’s Campaigns Policy Coordinator

Why did you go? To give a paper on CTC’s Safety in Numbers campaign, including our evidence that places in England with high levels of cycle-commuting appear to have lower rates of injury per cyclist. www.velo-city2009.com/assets/files/VC09-subplenary-7.4.pdf  (slide 52 following)

What did you get out of it? Hearing from people involved in cycle campaigning in other European countries about the problems they face helped to put in perspective the concerns we hold about the development of cycling in the UK.

Something for the UK? I agree with Debra (see above)! Over the last few years Belgian local authorities have been mandated to allow contra-flow cycling on one-way streets, unless there are specific reasons not to. This reversal of the previous practice means that nearly all one-way streets (and there are lots in Brussels!) have contra-flows, generally with minimum road treatment, which makes cycling much easier. The cobbles, hills, rain and dodgy driving are all still problems, though! 
• Richard Bates, CTC National Councillor

Why did you go? Fundamentally, I'm a 'utility’ cyclist and Velo-City best represents this mode of cycling.

What did you get out of it? Meeting like-minded cyclists and learning about more progressive cycle initiatives.

Something for the UK? The pursuit and implementation of an Integrated Travel Plan, bringing public transport and cycling together – I’d like to see cyclists parking securely at railway stations in their thousands! 
• John Meudell, CTC National Councillor

Why did you go? I attended with three basic outlooks - cycle campaigner, transport planner and researcher - all of which were served well by the conference, its location and location visits.

What did you get out of it? This was not my first visit to either Brussels or Liège (the day tour location) but, not having visited either in many years, it was interesting and useful both to see the changes and also to view them in the context of transport planning and urban and town centre planning. The evidence of much more diverse usage patterns compared with the highly specialised zoning increasingly evident in the UK illustrated the hill we have to climb to (re-)create sustainable towns and cities here.

Something for the UK? Most innovative (and sensible) idea was for a combined bike stand and charging station for electric bikes (see photo below). Best paper had to be by the Belgian advertising executive, Guillaume Vanderstichelen, in Plenary 3, who took the cycling (and transport) establishment to task about the boring image it projects. 

www.velo-city2009.com/programme-en/plenaries-sessions.html 

1898 to now: CTC’s Chris Peck tracks our perspectives long history of cycle-rail campaigning 
Proper integration of cycling with the railways has been a campaign theme for CTC for over a hundred years. As early as 1898 CTC petitioned in Parliament to reduce the cost of travelling with a bike. Carriage costs remained the prime focus of complaints throughout the first half of the 20th century until, in the mid-1950s, falling traffic on the railways meant that British Railways woke up to the potential of a market from the ordinary cyclist. Special cycle carriage vans were developed, each with capacity for 86 bicycles.

Starting in 1955, CTC helped organise a series of ‘Cyclists’ Specials’ - excursion trains for CTC rides. In 1956 there were 360 cyclists on the train from Euston to Coventry on May 6th and another 350 on an excursion to Burton-on-Trent on September 23rd, at £1 per person with cycle. You can see a film of the first special - from Willesden to Rugby - on the CTC cycle-rail webpage. (www.ctc.org.uk/cyclerail ).

In the 1970s extravagant fares for cycle carriage were lifted when the design of the High Speed Train (HST) fleet included a capacious guard’s van, originally intended for mail bags but retro-fitted with cycle space. In a 4-month trial to celebrate the Jubilee in 1977, British Rail (BR) made cycle carriage free – but cyclists had to apply to CTC for tickets. Within a week all 10,000 tickets had been issued and several more batches had to be quickly printed. Just a month into the scheme BR cancelled the need for CTC to issue tickets and, satisfied that extra business had been created, agreed to make the arrangement permanent.

Since then providing better cycle carriage has been the main aim of CTC’s cycle-rail campaigning. The railways are 50% busier than they were 10 years ago and the priority has become eking out extra capacity at the busiest times. In the last few years full-size bikes have been banned on many of the busiest commuter routes at peak times, while new long-distance trains, such as the Cross-Country ‘Voyagers’, have poorly designed, inadequate space for cycles.

‘Super Expresses’ are now being developed to replace the now aging HSTs and they should be entering service on the East Coast and Great Western Main Lines from 2013. Present plans for cycle carriage indicate a storage area for at least four cycles, although it isn’t clear whether this may also be used for luggage when cycles are not being carried.

CTC wants there to be at least six dedicated bike spaces - as there are in the current HST fleet. In addition, there should be flexible, clearly signed space, with tip-up seating elsewhere for luggage, cycles or buggies when the train is less busy or for shorter trips. CTC is in dialogue with the train designer and other interested parties.

Cycle-rail integration ranks as the highest priority campaigning area for CTC members and they will be pressing the Government to ensure that the current (growing) demand for cycle carriage can be met in the future. 
Station Travel Plans

Ensuring trains have decent facilities for carrying cycles is a significant long-term challenge that will benefit touring cyclists and business travellers; for commuters – who make up most of the rail market – train operators prefer to provide decent cycle parking, and improve cycle access to and within the station.

This year 31 stations are included as part of a pilot programme of ‘station travel plans’, which hope to reduce single-occupant car travel to stations, with cycling a key solution. Over the next two years there will be extra cycle parking and marketing for the stations – and in the longer-term they will be redesigned with better facilities and access for cyclists. For the latest re-franchised train operation – the Southern network in Surrey and Sussex – the Government has prescribed an additional 30 station travel plans and they look set to be a feature of all future franchises. www.stationtravelplans.com
Cash for cycle-rail

Cycling England has launched a £4 million project to work with four ‘Cycle Demonstration Train Operating Companies’ over the next two years. A formal announcement is expected shortly.

Cycle-Rail Quiz 
a) Who said this in June? 
“I toured some of London’s mainline stations by bike on Sunday to investigate their cycle parking facilities, and it was a sorry story …. For the most part cycle storage is very limited, unsupervised, badly signed and difficult to access.” 
1) Conscientious cycle campaigner 
2) Lord Adonis, new Secretary of State for Transport 
3) Mark Cavendish 
b) And what did they do about it?

1) Compiled a nine-page report with appendices and, with hope triumphing over experience, took it to their next Cycle Forum

2) Launched a £5m fund to overhaul cycle parking at ten major stations within two years

3) Sprinted off into the sunset

Answers: a – 2; b – 2: Scotland 
Scotland

On the one hand … 
Scotland’s Smarter Choices, Smarter Places scheme is now under way aiming to cut car use in favour of more active and sustainable transport. With £15m to spend, projects in seven areas will include infrastructure improvements, personalised travel planning and the development of better walking and cycling routes. www.scotland.gov.uk/topics/transport/sustainable-transport  
…on the other…

What’s worrying campaigners is how such laudable activity fits in with some less smart plans, i.e. a second Forth Road Bridge; new motorway through the middle of Glasgow; dualling the A9 Perth to Inverness; as well as a new motorway for the part of the M8 that is not already motorway, but which they spent millions upgrading recently. Spokes - The Lothian Cycle Campaign has especially strong views on the Scottish Government’s comparatively low level of investment in cycling. 

www.spokes.org.uk
OFF-ROAD UPDATE
By Colin Palmer, CTC’s Off-road Advisor 
Coastal Access Bill

The Marine and Coastal Access Bill has now gone through the House of Lords without any major improvements for cycle access. The 3rd reading in the Commons took place on June 24th, and the Bill will now be debated in committee, with Royal Assent expected in the autumn.

CTC recently presented proposals to Natural England detailing a process to identify and implement appropriate cycle access – assuming that no major changes to the Bill are made over the summer. www.ctc.org.uk/campaigns > current campaigns > coastal access

Countryside recreation not a significant liability problem, says study

A new, surprisingly reassuring report from Sheffield Hallam University will be a useful resource for mountain bikers & clubs when negotiating access for a new trail.

The researchers interviewed landowners and reviewed court cases to measure concern about liability from recreational accidents, and whether perceptions matched reality. The main findings were: 
• The level of liability was low 
• Courts consistently refuse to support claims for recreation injuries 
• The number of claims made in the last decade has slightly reduced 
• Judges and policy makers are keen to promote: personal responsibility; avoidance of a risk adverse climate; and reduced growth in compensation culture 
• Privacy and management control are actually the major desires for landowners 
• There is little evidence that larger landowners such as the Forestry Commission & National Trust misjudge potential level of liability or discourage recreation primarily through liability fears 
• Smaller landowners with less experience of recreation may, though, be more risk adverse. 

www.countrysiderecreation.org.uk  > publications > Landowners’ Liability?

Definitive Map Orders - latest CTC successes 
• Northumberland - Healey Byway 15: hot on the heels of his success over the removal of a stile on a bridleway near Bellingham (see Digest 58), local CTC campaigner David Roberts has helped prevent the deletion of Byway Healey 15. The Chairman of the Tynedale Magistrates found the proposed bridleway diversion "unacceptable", echoing David's Statement of Case, noting that maps produced by the county council failed to show contours on the proposed diversion. 
• Wrexham - Glyn Ceiriog Bridleway 2: following representations by CTC and others, Wrexham Council has turned down the landowner’s request to downgrade this bridleway to a footpath. This follows recent changes to the guidelines indicating that there must be strong evidence to support any claim that mistakes were made when the definitive map was developed in the 1950s.

!Action!

Forestry Commission England (FCE) consultation

FCE is consulting on how we want it to manage its English woodlands in the foreseeable future. Nearly 20% of English woodlands are managed by the Commission - around 2% of the countryside, with its woods being situated within 10km of half of the English population.

Following the pioneering work of Dafydd Davies in the 1990s, FC woodlands have become as important a destination for mountain bikers as the bridleway network - so the views of cyclists are highly relevant.

Comments can be made online or through a pdf file. However, both of these are pretty lengthy and much may not be relevant to cyclists’ needs. Question 10 IS important, though, as it refers to potential for sales of FCE woodlands in section 5 of the report. Large scale sales are unlikely at the moment - but this could change.

If you want to encourage the FCE to optimise what they offer to cyclists, please respond by email to their consultation, saying:
• How much you appreciate the waymarked cycle trails in FC woodlands 
• Which ones you use regularly, or have particularly enjoyed riding 
• How important the continued maintenance of these trails is 
• How much you appreciate informal use of hard-surfaced forest roads 
and: 
• Recommend that all stoned roads are dedicated through s16 CROW (Countryside and Rights of Way Act) to provide a degree of parity with walkers, and security of future use 
• Stress your concern that this access would be lost if the woodlands were sold 
• Urge FCE to protect this access for all time by dedicating freehold forest roads under the s16 provisions of CROW.

Note that: 
- dedications for the benefit of walkers in England & Wales have been largely trouble-free 
- similar provision under the Scottish Land Reform Act has not led to problems 
- there is no evidence that woodlands (or farmland) with bridleways obtains lower prices when sold 
- it is unlikely that replacing permissive access with dedicated access will lead to increased levels of forest management

Background details from www.forestry.gov.uk  > News > 6/7/09 (Have your say on England’s publicly owned forests); 
and www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-7rufme
Emailed responses to: pte.consultation@forestry.gov.uk (please send a copy to cherry.allan@ctc.org.uk)

Deadline: 28/9/09

Woking the Cycle Town 

Woking in Surrey was one of the towns in the South East to receive Cycle Town status from Cycling England last year. Roy Benson, CTC’s local campaigner there, reports on progress

Woking is largely surrounded by green belt and measures 9 miles by 5, so most cycle journeys are practical within the borough. There are few hills, and the Basingstoke Canal bisects the town west to east. We also have one of the best rail services in the area with many commuters cycling at both ends of their journey.

Resurfacing the towpath was embarked upon immediately and progress is good. This basic artery runs close not only to the town centre but also to many of the schools, and it’s a perfect link for many between home and work. It has been named the ‘Saturn Trail’, taking the planets as a theme for the route network.

This, together with the opening up of the town centre to cycle traffic, promises well with many of the 'no go' areas already open. Permeability is now a possibility, but we’re surrounded by a 'ring of steel' (the railway and the A320 main road through Woking). Crossing the railway is a major obstacle to safe and convenient access for both cyclists and pedestrians from the south of the town, a problem ignored for many decades. This must be addressed before real advances can be made. We are promised parking for 1000 bikes and again progress is good, but improvements at the railway station are very slow.

The recent 'Tour Series' cycle race came to Woking and proved very popular. The involvement of local schools and businesses increased the awareness of cycling and it was self-financing. There is no doubt that the number of people cycling here has increased in the last year - and membership of the local Cycle Users’ Group is also going up! 

www.woking.gov.uk/transport/cyclewoking 

It’s not just about the map 

John Cutler, CTC Councillor and campaigner, reflects on the messages behind Northampton’s new map for cyclists, which he designed and edited

Why are the majority of cycling maps not very helpful? Maybe because of underlying wrong assumptions and policies of the councils who produce them? In response to this problem campaigners in Cheltenham started a movement to encourage better maps.

The Northampton Map for Cyclists just published is one of a growing number following this lead, joining Kettering to make two in Northamptonshire.

The starting point in their design is that the roads are classified into five grades of cycle friendliness. Contrary to what is often implied, ‘cycle networks’ include all roads except motorways. Unlike route maps that tell you where you should cycle, these help people choose routes appropriate to their own journeys. Cycle tracks, permitted paths and bridleways are also marked. The network has far more off-road paths than are shown on ‘facilities’ maps.

The Northampton map shows destinations including education, employment, shops and leisure as well as some special places such as nature reserves that are often difficult to get to in a car.

A principle always borne in mind was that the map’s purpose is to assist cyclists. For that reason editorial independence helped. Local authorities often use maps to over-emphasise the ‘network of cycle routes’ that they are building. Our map was funded by a health project, not local government, although the highway authority was an indispensable partner in collating information. That gave freedom for the real world to be depicted, warts and all.

This style of map is far more in accordance with sound policy and reality than are those that give little information about the roads. After all DfT advice is that: “The road network is the most basic (and important) cycling facility” (Cycle Infrastructure Design, 2008). In national and local surveys far more cyclists use the roads than ‘cycle routes’ on tracks and footways. Bikeability teaches children to cycle on roads so perhaps with such a map the social problem of cycling on footways will decline.

On-line journey planners may largely replace paper maps for cyclists, but there will still be a need for high quality comprehensive cycling maps like Northampton's to pore over.

Northampton map: 

www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/transport/walking/pages/cycleleafletsguides.aspx   
Kettering map: 

www.kettering.gov.uk/site/scripts/documents_info.php?documentID=720&pageNumber=1
News in brief

NCN hits a million trips a day

For the first time in its 14-year history, the National Cycle Network is carrying more than one million journeys every day. In 2008 it saw a total of 386 million trips, half by bike and half on foot and including 96 million commuter and 17 million school trips. www.sustrans.org.uk
Workplace challenges

Businesses in Woking and Darlington have been challenged to see who could get the most cycle mileage out of their staff over a given period this summer. 

www.wokingcyclechallenge.org.uk / www.darlingtoncyclechallenge.org.uk/  
Stand and deliver

Stand and Deliver, a new report from the Greater London Assembly, shows that the growth of cycling in the capital is being held back by the lack of cycle stands. www.london.gov.uk/assembly/reports/transport.jsp
Cyclehoops for Cambridge

‘Cyclehoops’ that convert street signposts into cycle stands are being installed in Cambridge, helping where pavement space is limited and reducing the likelihood of cycles falling over and obstructing pedestrians. Although Sheffield stands are still top of their parking wish-list, local campaigners say that the hoops are a good compromise, useable and much better than chaining directly to a lamp post! For a photo, see www.camcycle.org.uk/map/location/17439/
Event Review: ‘Cycling as a Solution’, CTC/Cyclenation spring campaigns conference 

By Sam Walton, CTC’s Volunteer Support Officer - Local Campaigning 

Hosted by the Greater Manchester Cycling Campaign, our spring conference set off with Koy Thompson of London Cycling Campaign delivering an inspiring keynote speech titled If cycling’s the solution, what’s the problem? - to which I am pretty sure the answer was ‘cars’.

Bruce MacDonald (SQW) then outlined how each new cyclist is worth £10,000; Joe Mellor (NHS cycling network) talked about how cycling could help solve the obesity crisis; Richard George (Campaign for Better Transport) gave a rallying cry for the environmental benefits of cycling; Juliet Jardine showed us a few of the many community cycling projects she and CTC’s other Cycle Champions have been working on; and Amy Fleuriot gave us a quick rundown on the waves she had been making in the world of cycling fashion.

The afternoon had a massive selection of workshops covering all aspects of cycle campaigning from fundraising to campaigning skills. CTC and Cyclenation rounded off explaining their campaigning plans for the forthcoming year - another busy one for campaigners!

Presentations at www.gmcc.org.uk/main 

Book Review: Jeff Mapes (2009) Pedaling Revolution: How Cyclists are Changing American Cities Corvallis, OR, USA: Oregon State University Press

Jeff Mapes’ day job as a political reporter shows in his analysis of nearly forty years of American cycle campaigning history. He does a remarkable job of exploring the ways that backroom lobbying and personal friendships can so often make or break transportation policy. While his grasp of infrastructure may leave many frustrated, ultimately his book provides a powerful narrative for understanding the roles that political will and cultural mobilisation play in turning cities into ‘cycling cities’. Until someone writes a British version of this story, I’ll have to content myself with tales from the other side of the pond! 
http://cwr.naturalengland.org.uk/
reveals a treasure trove of permissive bridleways and footpaths available through Defra's Environmental Stewardship scheme. Searches are possible by county, and also identify routes for cyclists, with detailed maps. The only downside is that the routes are only funded for a fixed number of years – so there is no guarantee of access when the schemes expire. 
New Publications

Global status report on road safety – World Health Organization

Compiled by over 1000 road safety experts, this report looks at road safety strategies in 178 countries. Shows that significantly more action is needed. 

www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/road_traffic/global_status_report/en/index.html
Cycling in London – London TravelWatch

A generally helpful report on cycling in London, recommending that shared use footways be a last resort option and endorsing calls to tackle major junctions and reduce speed. www.londontravelwatch.org.uk/document/3765/  

Diary Dates

6th Cycling and Society Research Group Symposium

7th September 2009, Bolton University

An opportunity for those interested in the broad range of cycling issues - academics, policy makers, decision makers and campaigners - to acquaint themselves with some of the latest research, knowledge and experience.

http://data.bolton.ac.uk/staff/jp10/csrg
Campaigners’ workshops on environment-friendly Local Transport Plans (LTPs)

19th & 26th September 2009 (venues to be arranged)

With English local authorities (outside London) now getting to work on their LTPs, CTC is teaming up with Friends of the Earth, Campaign for Better Transport and others to organise two seminars - one in the north, one south - on how to make sure your LTP supports sustainable local transport, including cycling. Look out for further details at www.ctc.org.uk/campaigns   > what you can do > events

Cycle Campaigners in Partnership (CTC/Cyclenation/Nottingham Pedals)

14th November, Byron House, Nottingham

Keynote speech: John Whitelegg, Professor of Sustainable Transport at Liverpool John Moores University and Professor of Sustainable Development at University of York's Stockholm Environment Institute.

From Northern Rail to the NHS, we’ll be looking at how various campaigners have boosted cycling with the help of a partner organisation.

It’s also a chance to sharpen the tools in your campaigning toolbox, with many workshops and seminars, e.g. on raising and retaining membership, cycle training, and how to work with Local Area Agreements. We’ll also consider the hot topic of web-based mapping and the next round of Local Transport Plans - LTP3.

But it won’t all be high-cadence campaigning: Nottingham’s campaign group, Pedals, will be celebrating its 30th birthday with a cake, and lunch will include displays and a cycling photographs competition.

The day will close with legendary cycling campaigner Don Mathew giving his reflections on an epic career in all areas of cycle campaigning.

£20 including lunch and refreshments. 

www.ctc.org.uk/campaigns  > what you can do > campaigning events 
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