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working for cycling





Relative risks of employers promoting cycling 


Corporate manslaughter and risk

Does offering employees the opportunity to make business trips by bike really make companies liable?

We would argue that the risks to most people cycling are not a direct result of the management of the organisation but are posed by other drivers on the public highway. 

By encouraging cycling employers are actually imposing less risk on other road users, since those employees who cycle rather than drive represent a reduced risk to others.


Comparative risk of cycling against other modes
In terms of passenger kilometres cycling is 12 times more risky than car use but appears to have a lower risk of death than walking. Motorcycling is 44 times more risky than car driving and 3.5 times more risky than cycling.
In terms of passenger hours, cycling is more risky than car use by a factor of 3.8, but car use is more risky than van use by a factor of 3.5 (Should all fleet cars be replaced with vans?) and 15 times more risky than travelling by coach.
In terms of passenger journeys, cycling is 3.6 times more risky than car driving, but 16 times safer than motorcycling. Car driving is 13 times more risky than going by coach.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Fatality rate per 100 million

	
	
	Passenger
	Passenger
	Passenger

	Mode
	 
	kilometres
	journeys
	hours

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Car 
	
	0
	.
	25
	3
	.
	3
	9
	.
	8

	Van
	
	0
	.
	06
	1
	.
	3
	2
	.
	8

	Motorcycle
	
	11
	
	
	190
	
	
	430
	
	

	Pedal cycle 
	
	3
	.
	1
	12
	
	
	38
	
	

	Pedestrians
	
	3
	.
	6
	3
	.
	7
	15
	
	

	Bus or coach
	
	0
	.
	03
	0
	.
	26
	0
	.
	63

	Rail 
	
	0
	.
	03
	0
	.
	75
	1
	.
	5

	Water 
	
	0
	.
	02
	1
	.
	1
	0
	.
	61

	Air 
	
	0
	.
	00
	0
	.
	09
	0
	.
	02


Road Casualties Great Britain 2007



‘Safety in Numbers’

Increasing cycling exposes each individual to a lower risk of injury. A doubling in cycling has been found to lead to a 40% increase in cycling casualties – or a 34% reduction in the relative risk to each individual. (Jacobsen, 2003)

This effect has been noticed in London - a 91% increase in cycling (2000-2007) has been accompanied by a 33% decrease in cycle casualties (1994/98 average – 2007)


Health impacts of cycling against risk

Analysis of the Copenhagen Health Study by Andersen et al (2000) revealed that even with increased collisions there is a net benefit of 50 preventable deaths per year per 100,000 cyclists, equivalent to 1,660 life years, which is expressed as a value of £498 per cyclist per year. (SQW, 2007)

Another model places the value of extra life (net casualties) gained by cycling at 40 p per mile.



Direct benefits of cycling to employers

Anecdotal evidence of improved concentration. 

Physical activity promotion led to reductions in short-term sick leave of 6% - 32% (Lechner, 1997). In the UK this has been valued at an average of £47.68 per year for adult cyclists.



CTC recommends

· Cycle training be offered to employees (not required)
· Cycle to work salary sacrifice scheme to be offered to employees
· Mileage allowance of 20 p per mile be offered for business travel
· Pool bikes be provided for employees to use
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