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Agenda Part 1
Patrick Joyce, County Cycling OfficerCambridge – Why is 

cycling popular? (History 
of Cycling in the city)

11:10 – 11:25

Mike Davies, Programme Manager 
(Cycle Cambridge)

Cycle Cambridge11:25 – 11.40

Paul Robison, Bikeability Manager 
(Cycling England)

Bikeability11.40 – 11.55

Martin Lucas Smith, Cambridge 
Cycling Campaign and CycleStreets

Cambridge Cycling 
Campaign

11:55 – 12:10

Brian Smith, Executive Director: 
Environment Services

Future Plans12:10 – 12:20

Questions12:20 – 12:30

Lunch12:30 – 13:15



Agenda: Part 2 
Collect bikes for cycle tour13:15 – 13:30

Cycle Tour begins13:30 

Open Cycle parking at Kings Hedges Primary 
School and refreshments

13:45 – 14:15

Photo opportunity – Guided Bus Stop 
(Arbury Park)

14:30

Continue Cycle Tour14:35 – 15:30

Return Bikes at station and catch train at 
16:1515:30 – 16:00



APPCG 
Visit to Cambridge
Patrick Joyce 
County Cycling Officer

11th February 2010



Today’s presentation:
� Cambridge
� Reasons for our success
� Our challenges
� Some solutions



� Population of Cambridge 
City - 113,700 

� Population of CDT (within 
5 miles) - 180,500 (2006 
figures)

� Projected population 
2011  - 121,100  
(194,800 within CDT 
area)

� 46,000 new homes in 
area by 2016



Traffic Growth



Traffic Growth



Traffic crossing Cambridge



Cambridge and cycling

� UK’s foremost cycling city
20% mode share (2007), 26% cycling to work (2001 census)

� Significant investment in the last ten years
� Modal share increasing

� Perceived as a pleasant place to cycle
� Cycling is normal
� Cycling “Town”

� Not just students!



Normal for Cambridge





Reasons for cycling success

� Funding:
� Section 106
� Growth Area Funding from Central Government
� Partnership funding
� Local Strategic Partnership funding
� Cycling England

� Planning:
� Planning and designing for cycling from the 

beginning of every development - for example, 500 
cycle parking spaces designed into Grand Arcade 
from the outset



Reasons for cycling success
� Partnerships – District Councils, lobby groups 

(Cambridge Cycling Campaign, CTC), PCT, 
employers (supported through Travel for Work)

� Investment in cycling infrastructure
� Political vision and commitment
� History, flat terrain, favourable environment
� “Critical mass” – cycling is normal
� Core Scheme – cycle permeable
� Difficulty of driving



Get in at the beginning!

� CUBiC founded 
1874

� 11members, 274 
at peak

� World’s first cycle 
track

� Disbanded 1907
� 15% discount at 

Howes!





Cambridge East

� 12,000 houses on the eastern side of 
Cambridge

� Transport strategy developed, aimed at 
achieving 60% sustainable transport modes

� Cycling identified as more important than public 
transport (35%) – 4,000 trips per hour!

� Promotion and high quality cycle network vital 
to achieve this



Transport Innovation Fund - TIF

� Identifies cycling as key area for improvement
� Aims to double the numbers of cyclists to tackle 

predicted congestion
� Principle of hybrid routes for commuters and 

off-road routes for vulnerable users

� £50 million identified for cycling improvements
� Supported by the Cambridge Cycling Campaign



Transport Innovation Fund 

� Link all major residential 
areas within Cambridge, 
and surrounding 
‘necklace’ villages

� Work at “pinch-points”
(major road junctions and 
river/rail crossings)

� Cycle parking availability
� Top quality infrastructure



Goals
� Encouraging those within 

necklace villages to cycle
� Making cycling the natural 

choice for school travel 
� Spreading the cycling 

culture into new 
developments

� Providing safe, attractive 
networks and 
infrastructure

� Achieving national health 
objectives

� To positively influence 
climate change, air quality 
and environment



How do we encourage cycling?

� What really makes 
ordinary people 
cycle?

� Infrastructure?

� Environment?
� Planning and other 

measures?



Encouraging Cycling



Point Closures  
Core Scheme
� Four stages now 

implemented 
� Fully permeable to 

pedestrians cycles 
and buses

� Impermeable to 
private cars



Two ends of the same 
journey



Cycle parking

� Theft is a major 
barrier

� Appropriate 
standards help

� Major strand in CT 
programme



Solutions
� Marketing

� Personalised Travel 
Planning

� Cycle Training to 
national standards

� Coherent signed 
networks

� Truly exemplary 
infrastructure

� Reallocation of road 
space

� Increased spending 
on cycling projects

� Possible  demand 
management - TIF



But what really works?

� Reduce traffic
� Reduce vehicle 

speed
� Achieve “critical 

mass”
� Skew highway design 

in favour of cycling
� When it’s hard to 

drive!!



Enjoy the visit


